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Dr. Brown is an associate professor of med-
icine and surgery at Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He is
chief of the division of abdominal organ
transplantation and chief of clinical hepa-
tology at Columbia, as well as medical di-
rector of the Center for Liver Disease and
Transplantation at New York–Presbyterian
Hospital. He chairs the living donor com-
mittee of the United Network for Organ Shar-
ing. Dr. Brown serves on the editorial boards

of several scholarly journals and is an author of more than 80 peer-
reviewed publications as well as an avid speaker and contributor to
textbooks in gastroenterology and hepatology. He is a trained clini-
cal researcher and epidemiologist with a focus on treatment of viral
hepatitis and outcomes research in liver failure and transplantation,
particularly living donor liver transplantation.
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Dr. Rex is director of endoscopy at Indiana
University Hospital, and chancellor’s profes-
sor of medicine at Indiana University, Indi-
anapolis. He is a member of the editorial board
for World Journal of Gastroenterology, The
Journal of Clinical Gastroenterology, Tech-
niques in Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, Gas-
troenterology and Hepatology, and Medscape
Gastroenterology, and is an associate editor for
GI Journal Watch and Reviews in Gastroin-
testinal Disorders. Dr. Rex has authored more

than 300 publications, and has given more than 1,000 presentations
on gastroenterology and endoscopy.

Stuart Jon Spechler, M.D., AGAF
Dr. Spechler is chief of the division of gas-
troenterology at the Dallas VA Medical Center,
and professor of medicine and holder of the
Berta M. and Cecil O. Patterson chair in gas-
troenterology at the University of Texas South-
western Medical Center at Dallas. He chaired
the VA Cooperative Study on gastroesophageal
reflux disease, and he has published more than
200 scientific reports, editorials, review arti-
cles, and book chapters on esophageal disor-
ders. He is perhaps best known for his work in

the area of Barrett’s esophagus. Dr. Spechler has served on the edito-
rial boards of numerous journals including Gastroenterology, Gut, Ali-
mentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics, and Diseases of the Esopha-
gus, and he has served as chair of the gastroenterology teaching project
and the esophagogastroduodenal section of the American Gastroen-
terological Association. 
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Dr. Wang is the Silberberg professor of medicine
and chief of the division of digestive and liver dis-
eases and the tumor microenvironment program
at Columbia University College of Physicians and
Surgeons. He is an associate editor for Gas-
troenterology, chair of the AGA Institute future
trends committee, a member of the NIH gas-
trointestinal cell and molecular biology study sec-
tion, and an author of more than 120 peer-re-
viewed publications. He is a world authority on
Helicobacter pathogenesis and gastric cancer,

and his area of special interest is genetic and immune mechanisms in can-
cer. His laboratory, funded by multiple NIH grants, is currently investigating
the origin of cancer stem cells.
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Maria T. Abreu, M.D.
Dr. Abreu is director of the Inflammatory Bow-
el Disease (IBD) Center and associate profes-
sor of medicine in the division of gastroen-
terology at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in
New York. She has just accepted the position
of chief of gastroenterology at the University of
Miami. Dr. Abreu is a physician-scientist, in-
terested in host-bacterial interactions and, in
particular, the role of toll-like receptor signal-
ing in intestinal inflammation. Her translation-
al work has focused on genotype-phenotype re-

lationships in inflammatory bowel disease and prediction of response to
medical therapies. She is a reviewer for several journals, including Gas-
troenterology, Immunity, Journal of Leukocyte Biology, Clinical Gas-
troenterology and Hepatology, and the American Journal of Physiology.
Dr. Abreu is the author or coauthor of more than 70 peer-reviewed arti-
cles, book chapters, and reviews. 
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Dr. Brenner is dean of the school of medicine
and vice chancellor for health sciences at the
University of California, San Diego. Previous-
ly, he served as Samuel Bard professor and
chair of the department of medicine at Co-
lumbia University College of Physicians and
Surgeons, and director of the medical service
of Columbia–Presbyterian Medical Center, New
York. Dr. Brenner has written more than 180
scientific articles. He was editor in chief of the
journal Gastroenterology and associate editor

of the American Journal of Physiology. He is on the editorial boards of
the Journal of Hepatology, FASEB Journal, and Journal of Clinical In-
vestigation. Dr. Brenner’s research interests are gene expression and sig-
naling in the liver, including the mechanisms of fibrosis and alcoholic
liver disease.
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lications. Dr. Lightdale is the American editor of the international
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Thieme, 2002). In 1999, Dr. Lightdale received the Rudolf
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Physician of the Year at New York–Presbyterian Hospital/Colum-
bia University Medical Center. In 2005, he was a Mentor Hon-
oree of the AGA Foundation.


