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Webinar Overview

Introduction

What is the HITECH Act?

ÅWhatôs in it for us?

What is ñMeaningful Useò (MU)

Å How do I become compliant?

Å How do I get my ARRA payment?

Practical implications of regulations for GI practices

Å How does this effect my EHR decision?

ÅWhat do I have to do now?

Controversial issues
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Objectives

Participants will be able to describe:

ÁObjectives of the MU proposed rule

ÁKey elements of the MU federal regulation

ÁMU quality measures

ÁKey regulatory dates impacting MU quality 
reporting

ÁSteps GI practices need to take to comply 
with the MU quality measures
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Health Information Technology for 

Economic and Clinical Health Act
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EHRs for Americans
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ñBecause we know that spiraling healthcare costs 

are crushing families and businesses alike, weôre 

taking the most meaningful step in years towards 

modernizing out healthcare system. 

Itôs an investment that will take the long 

overdue step of computerizing Americaôs 

medical records, to reduce the duplication and 

waste that costs billions of healthcare dollars 

and medical errors that cost thousands of lives 

each yearé 

We have done more in 30 days to advance the 

cause of healthcare reform than this country has 

done in a decade.ò

President Barack Obama

Feb. 17, 2009



HITECH Act: Overview

ÁAmerican Recovery and Reinvestment Act 2009 (ARRA)

Á Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical 

Health (HITECH) Act

Á Formal establishment of the Office of the National 

Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC)

ÁFunding to support regional and state initiatives to promote the 

adoption of electronic health record (EHR) technology and best 

practices

ÁEstimated $17-$19 billion in Medicare and Medicaid incentive 

funds for eligible hospitals and providers that adopt EHR 

technology before 2015

ÁDirected the ONC to issue regulations
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HITECH Act: New National 

Coordination Process



HITECH Act: Regulations

Two regulations published in the Federal Register on January 13, 2010

NPRM: Proposed rule governing the definition of ñmeaningful useò 

The calculation of incentive payment amounts, and other related issues
Á Not yet effective

Á 60 day comment period ends on March 15, 2010

Á Following comment period interim final rule to be issued

IFR: Interim final rule governing the initial set of standards, 
implementation specifications, and certification criteria for EHRs
Á Effective February 12, 2010

Á 60 day comment period ends on March 15, 2010
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HITECH Act: NPRM Overview

Proposed rule:
ÁDefines the initial criteria for eligible professionals (EP) and 

eligible hospitals (EH) to qualify for incentive payments

ÁCreates 3 Stages of implementation

ÁDefines Stage 1 MU and specific criteria to meet definition

ÁDefines payment years and reporting periods

ÁCalculates the incentive payment amounts

ÁOther program requirements
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HITECH Act: 

Interim Final Rule Overview

Interim final rule covers:

ÁAdoption of initial set of standards

ÁImplementation, specifications, and 

certification criteria for EHRs
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Are You Leaving $$ on the Table?
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Meaningful Use: 

The National Coordinator
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MU:  Vision and Progression
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Vision of Meaningful Use:

To enable significant and measurable 

improvements in population health 

through a transformed health care 

delivery system.

Goals:
ÁImprove quality, safety and efficacy

ÁEngage patients and their families

ÁImprove care coordination

ÁImprove population and public health

ÁReduce disparities

ÁEnsure privacy and security 
protections


